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THE NATIONALIST CLUB OF BOSTON. 

(a chapter of history.) 

The history of the formation of the Nationalist Club of Boston , 
if it had no other striking feature, would be remarkable for the spon- 
taneity with which the organization sprang into existence. While 
the educational forces which have been so long working silently in 
the direction of Nationalism caused many of the original members 
to consider the question of national co-operation long before the 
publication of Looking Backward , yet it cannot be denied that the 
appearance of that great book gave the necessary determining im- 
pulse. Like the introduction of the electric current into some 
chemical combination this book precipitated the floating ideas, held 
in the saturated solution of the minds of men, into a concrete and 
visible reality. That the ideas advanced in this book were eminent- 
ly feasible was the natural conclusion of the unbiassed reader. 

“How shall they be carried out?’* was the next thought which 
naturally arose. The practical mind of the average New England- 
er immediately gave the answer : “ By organized effort.” There- 
upon the need of an organization was felt by those whose minds 
had traveled thus far in this direction. To whom should this need 
be communicated sooner than to the author whose pen of fire had 
drawn pictures of inextinguishable flame on the mind-canvas of his 
continually increasing audience? These hitherto unknown readers 
quickly, in many cases, turned to the author with words of praise 
and encouragement. • The writer of this history wrote him among 
the earliest and it came as Mr. Bellamy expressed it at a time when 
it appeared like a ray of sunshine. In a letter dated June 28 after 
several letters had passed between us the present writer said : 

“ I have been thinking that it would be a good idea to organize 
an association to spread the ideas contained in your book. What 
do you think of it ? ” 

This, Mr. Bellamy says, was the first letter received by him suggest- 
ing the formation of a club. In a letter from him dated July 4, 1888, 
lie said : 
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“You suggest forming an association to support and propagate 
the Nationalist ideas of the book as offering the best solution of the 
problems of the day. • Go ahead by all means and do it if you can 
find anybody to associate with. No doubt eventually the forma- 
tion of such Nationalist Clubs or associations among our sym- 
athizers all over the country will be a proper measure and it is fitting 
that Boston should lead off in this movement. I have just received 
a letter from Mr. Sylvester Baxter in which he expresses enthusias- 
tic agreement with Looking Backward, and suggests like yourself 
that it would be a good thing if those of one mind on this subject 
could work together.” 

This letter from Mr. Baxter by the bye bore date July 3, and the 
above extract from Mr. Bellamy's letter is further noticeable for the 
fact that it shows he already had fixed on the name the Club now 
bears. Mr. Baxter and the writer, thus brought together, immediately 
set to work among their acquaintances and friends and during this 
time Mr. Bellamy also wrote the following significant words in a 
letter dated July 9, 1888. 

“I heartily wish you and Mr. Baxter success in organizing in 
Boston the first Nationalist Club or association. The town where 
the Boston tea-party was celebrated and the anti-slavery society 
formed should also be the birthplace of the Nationalist party. I 
thoroughly approve what you say as to directing your efforts more 
particularly to the conversion of the cultured and conservative class. 
That was precisely the special end for which Looking Backward 
was written.” 

Again in a letter bearing date of August 7, 1888, in which he 
expressed regret at not being able to stop in Boston while on his 
way back from Portland to Chicopee Falls he said : 

“We might as you say have taken advantage of the occasion to 
found the Nationalist Club.” 

The Club was well under way at that time, but Mr. Baxter shortly 
after this went to Germany and was gone about two months and 
the writer was also obliged to devote his time to other matters 
owing to a press of business and then was forced to take a long 
vacation. So the formation of the club which would have been 
consummated had Mr. Bellamy been able to stop over in Boston, 
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was thus put off ; but what then seemed a misfortune proved to b* 
a benefit. 

It was here that the spontaneous character of this movement de- 
monstrated itself. Other forces were at work to broaden the scope 
of the movement. Captain Bowers, the present president and Gen. A. 
F. Devereux who had read the book and were very enthusiastic, 
during this time were considering the advisability of forming some 
association in the same line. With military decision they quickly 
began work. Mr. Bellamy says of their movement : 

“The first letter I received from Captain Bowers also signed by 
General Devereux bore date of September 7, 1888. They at once 
got to work on a club and were the first organization actually in 
the field.” 

This was called the “ Boston Bellamy Club ” and was organized 
at 6 1 State street, Its object set forth in the original document 
to which the members affixed their signatures and now preserved 
with jealous care in the archives of this club, is couched in the fol- 
lowing militant language : 

Boston, September 18, 1888. 

Believing that there is no higher, grander or more patriotic cause for men to enlist in, 
than one for the elevation of their fellow man, and believing that Edward Bellamy in his great 
work, Looking Backward , has pointed out the way by which the elevation of man can be 
attained — we, the undersigned, hereby associate ourselves together in a society to be called 
"The Boston Bellamy Club,” and pledge ourselves to do all we can to disseminate the views 
as set forth in Looking Backward \ and in every other way to do all we can to help the cause. 

This document is signed, in the order given, by Chas. E. Bowers, 
A. F. Devereux, Edward S. Huntington, Frank E. Peck, Alban 
Andren, F. W. Abercrombie, Ralph Cracknell, Harry W. Robinson, 
Frederick White, Henry S. Drake, M. D., Richard I. M. McGinnis, 
Jno. W. Trafton, J. A. Ferris, James A. Shedd, Fred W. Coy, John 
E. Belcher, H. J. Doughty, Geo. W. Dempsey, Charles M. Saulson, 
Sylvester Baxter, O. F. Mitchell, John B. Regan, Rufus R. Noyes 
M. D., R. Stanley Harrison, Alzire A. Chevaillier, Henry W. Austin 
and Cyrus F. Willard. The names are given exactly as they stand 
on the original document. These names were obtained from time to 
time as the members read and agreed with the principles of the book 
and it was some time before the entire number were secured. 

Early in October, 1888, the persons in the two movements came 
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together and coalesced. Four of these names Miss Chevaillier and 
Messrs. Baxter, Austin, and Willard signed this document when vis- 
iting Capt. Bowers’ office, directed to him by Mr. Bellamy. It was 
agreed by all that an organization of a broader scope was needed and 
some time was consumed in getting acquainted with each other and 
talking over the best method of starting the organization. So, not 
until December 1, 1888 was the first regular meeting called and the 
persons desirous of forming a permanent organization to further 
the Nationalization of industry were invited by Captain Charles E. 
Bowers to be present at his office 61 State street in the old building 
near the corner of Kilby street now torn down to make room for 
the new Merchants’ Exchange Building. This meeting was held 
at two o’clock Saturday afternoon. Twentyfive gentle men were 
present. Captain Charles E. Bowers the president of the Bellamy 
Club was elected chairman and Ralph Cracknell was chosen secre- 
tary. Mr. Bowers briefly stated how this movement started and 
invited suggestions from those present. Remarks were made by 
serveral, after which a committee of five was appointed for the pur- 
pose of selecting a definite name and presenting a plan for perma- 
nent organization. This committee consisted of the following named 
in the order as appointed: Cyrus Field Willard, Gen. A. F. Dev- 

ereux, Sylvester Baxter, Rev. W. D. P. Bliss and by vote the chair- 
man, Charles E. Bowers was added. It was voted as the sense of 
the meeting that the name “Nationalist Club” be suggested to the 
committee as a suitable name. Speeches were made by several 
and great enthusiasm pervaded the meeting which adjourned until 
Saturday December 8. At this second meeting the constitution as it 
stands today with the exception of the statement of objects and de- 
claration of principles was reported and adopted. A nominating 
committee of five to bring in a list of officers was appointed and the 
meeting adjourned until Saturday December 15. at the same place. 
At this third meeting Edward Bellamy was present and received a 
very enthusiastic reception. This was the first time Mr. Bellamy 
met all the different forces at work on this movement. The follow- 
ing officers as reported by Mr. Austin, chairman of the nominating 
committee, were elected by acclamation : President, Charles E. Bow- 
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ers, ist Vice-President Edward Bellamy, 2nd Vice-President Gen. 
A. F. Devereux, Secretary Cyrus Field Willard, Assistant Secretary 
Ralph Cracknell, Treasurer Sylvester Baxter, and Financial Secre- 
tary Charles M. Saulson. They were elected to serve until May 
1889. The object clause of the Club’s constitution having been 
severely criticized by some, a committee of seven on motion of 
Mr. Austin was appointed to revise that article of the constitution. 
Steps were also taken to interest women in the movement. The 
first regular meeting of the Club as now organized was held January 
9, 1889, at Room 200 Tremont House at which about fifty members 
were present. The committee on revision of the constitution re- 
ported a Declaration of Principles and the objects as they are today. 

From this time forth the Club has gone on prospering and finds 
each day new work for its many hands. From it has gone forth 
an influence which has moulded the other clubs now springing up 
like the army of Cadmus — Cadmus who sowed the dragon’s teeth 
and who also taught Greece her letters as we, under the impulse of 
Edward Bellamy, are giving to the United States a new and richer 
literature. Nearly all the clubs formed since this was organized 
have used our Declaration of Principles, which means a uniform 
movement. Looking backward to January 21, 1888, when 
Looking Backward was first issued, the most skeptical person may 
infer from the history of the formation of this club with its record 
of what has been accomplished in so short a time what may be 
accomplished before this century is ended. 

Cyrus Field Willard. 



Stuart Merrill, who is an author in two languages — French 
and English — will 'have an article and a poem in the June Nation- 
alist. Later, he will write from Paris on the French Exposition 
from a Nationalistic standpoint. 
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